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Emily Earleywine Butterfield
Goddard Junior High Special Education Teacher

What keeps you motivated 
each day?
My students! Seeing the look 
on a student’s face when 
they an finally solve that one 
problem or grasp a concept 
that’s been giving them 
trouble all year is what drives 
me to work harder and harder 
for my students

What is your primary focus 
in the classroom?
I knew the students who 
understood lessons and 
concepts the first time were 
going to be okay. My focus 
has been on those who need 
information presented in a 
different way.

About Emily
I moved to Midland this past 
summer after marrying my 
high school sweetheart in 
July. I love reading, spending 
time with family and friends, 
and trying out new dinner 
recipes with my husband.

“Emily, in her short time on campus, 
is already an integral part of our 
special education team. In her 
resource classes, she holds her 
students accountable for grade 
level content, and there is no 
watering down of the material. It is 
evident that she knows the needs 
of each student as she circulates 
the room to work with them. She 
has a sweet spirit with our students 
and has already built strong 
relationships on campus.”

Shelly Haney, Goddard Junior High Principal

Emily attributes the decision to her third grade teacher, Nancy Gignilliat, 
who instilled in her a love for learning. Emily hopes to emulate her third grade 
teacher’s special way of making every student in her classroom feel like her sole 
purpose in the world is for her to be there for them.

“By the end of that year, I knew I wanted to be teacher just like her. Before that 
year started, I disliked going to school. Yet, she made all the difference in my life,” 
said Emily. “I know it takes just one person to change the course of a life, and 
that’s why I choose education, to make a difference in as many lives as possible.”

If you would like to nominate a teacher, staff member, or student for the 
weekly District Spotlight, email the person’s name, position, and why you think 
they should be featured to communications@midlandisd.net.
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